Dear local member,

I am concerned that the response to climate change from both the Federal Government and the Opposition relies overwhelmingly on so-called “clean coal” technology, also known as carbon capture and storage (CCS) or geosequestration.

I have enclosed some information which argues that CCS technology is incapable of contributing meaningfully to the short and medium term reductions in greenhouse pollution that are required to avoid catastrophic climate change. I would appreciate it if you could read the attached information, and respond to me with your thoughts on the issues raised.

In particular, I am interested to find out:

· If you agree that substantial carbon emission reductions must be made in the short and medium terms in order to maintain a habitable climate for humans and other species. If you do not, can you please inform me of the timing of emissions reductions you think is in order, and refer me to some credible reports which support your view.

· If you believe that Carbon Capture and Storage at coal-fired power stations is capable of contributing to a reduction in total greenhouse pollution in the short and medium terms (ie, well before 2030). If you do, can you please provide me with rigourous evidence to support your view.

· If  you would support a ban on conventional coal-fired power stations, and a moratorium on new coal mines in Australia until CCS becomes a commercially viable technology.

· If you would support the redirection of public funding and subsidies that fossil fuels currently enjoy, into renewable energy research, development, and deployment.

Thank you for your time, I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

